SIF – Marine Litter Development Officer Report
Period covered – March 2024
Western Isles – Vicki Last
Activities
·         Letter to MSP Lorna Slater in response to the consultation on the draft Circular Economy and Waste Route Map to 2030 inviting her/representative to present the government’s proposals for addressing marine litter and integrating the unique circumstances of Scottish islands into circular economy initiatives. NO response yet.
·         Submitted update report to HIEF and drafted final report.
·         Focus on potential funding pots, including:
o   An outline proposal for HIEF to pass on to a funder interested in marine litter (also sent to Scottish Fishermans’ Federation by Camille (I believe)
o   A further outline to CEFAS about collaboration on a project using drones and AI to analyse marine litter – they will pitch this to DEFRA at their next meeting
·         School talks: Dunbeg primary and Mallaig primary; also OHS Eco-Committee to sort samples sent from Tiree
·         Approached by Caledonian Horticulture who are planning a documentary ‘Shaping our Shores’ about the work groups are doing to clean local beaches. They want to include SIF and are planning to film in May or June. I have agreed to speak to them on 30th May, and they have arranged to interview Catriona too. They are keen for contacts who might be interested in being involved, but aren’t sure about fitting island visits into their schedule.  Happy to forward contact details of anyone who’s interested though.  I have already taken the liberty of forwarding Janet and Jane’s details since they are hoping to go out to both Lewis and Shetland.
·         Meeting scheduled with Thomas Stanton (Uni Loughborough) to discuss potential collaborations – and hopefully funding.
Other items
·         The Ocean Recovery Project have offered a Falmouth or Torbay bench that can be donated to a good cause of our choice on behalf of the Scottish Islands Federation. Neil Hembrow will bring it up in his van at the end of the month– it seems fitting that it should go somewhere on Skye or the Small Isles.
·         Notices – Trade Shows (free registration)
o   Scottish Skipper Expo 24: Aberdeen 9 & 10th  May – Vicki to attend
o   Aquaculture UK: Aviemore 14-15th May  - Jane to attend
·         The Clipper Race Round the World yacht race is coming to Oban this year, with an arrival window of 12-16th July, departing on 21st July. This is likely to bring a great deal of interest to the town – SIF MLWG discussing how to take this forward – Janet and Camille leading.

Northern Isles – Jane Nelson (Acting officer – part time)
Activities
·    Prepared the response to the draft Circular Economy and Waste Route Map and submitted.
·         Reviewed final HIEF report.
·         Completed analysis and input final results for the beach cleans in Orkney and Shetland in Winter 2024.
·         Met with Climate Café organiser and have arranged accommodation for Climate Cafes after forthcoming beach cleans.
· Met with the local council in Orkney and the Aquaculture firms to arrange for the monthly beach cleans and funding in Orkney. Have 55 groups participating now. Organised the distribution of the bags to all the participants.
· Visited Westray for a day and carried out a data collection in the pouring rain with a new resident keen on organising beach cleans and data collections.
· Liaised with ‘In the same boat’ from Norway for the visit to Orkney week of the 18th April.
· Liaised with ‘In the same boat’ from Norway about doing some beach cleans in Shetland next week (24-26th April)
· Set-up some beach cleans/ data surveys with local residents for visit to Shetland next week
· Reviewed the data from MCS and did initial analysis of the data to allow it to be distributed to the various beach cleaning groups who are part of the MLWG.
· Government consultation on Climate Change – draft Scottish National Adaptation Plan 3 – closes 24 Apr.  Jane Nelson putting together a response to share with SIF Directors.
· Sent 2 sets of scales to Shetland for people who requested them at the last Winter collection visit.
· Attended CNN meeting on Tuesday 17th April. There was criticism of the Scottish Govt Marine Directorate - Marine Litter Strategy Working Group as being ineffective and lacking resources to make a difference. Concurs with my observation of recent meetings.
· Planned to join a beach clean with a local resident in Orkney who collects data on weight of beach litter but hasn’t done surveys.
· Received a response from Anne Saunders that she will attend some meetings of the SIF-MLWG and is interested in seeing our report on the Scottish Data from the MCS.



