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Group Updates
June 2025

MLDO (west coast) – Vicki
2024 Survey Results 
The MCS has sent their analysis of the 2024 survey results (attached). The findings indicate that the average island litter count has dropped by 45% to 188.0 items/100m (in 2023 the average was 339 items/100m), whilst the average for the mainland has increased by 24% to 207.5 items/100m. It seems that this is largely due to a shift towards a greater number of surveys in island groups with lower average litter loadings, in combination with a genuine decrease in some areas – notably Orkney where John and others have been making strides in removing legacy litter. The island surveys were still dominated by marine industry litter (45.2%; public 30.57%) whilst the mainland surveys were dominated by public litter (40.11%; marine industry 16.9%). Now that I have the full dataset, I plan to look at the figures a lot more closely to see how the tallies vary over time in the sites where we have a bit of a time series.
MCS / Depeche Mode Project
I’ve been working on the fishing and aquaculture photo ID guide which will be shared widely to check that I’ve identified everything correctly.  There are a few other things that I’ve no idea what they are together with a few random other bits and pieces. The photo album is available here, together with my best guess at identification here and my confidence in it. It would be great if everyone could have a quick check and see if they spot any errors or if they can identify any of the mystery items. If you click on the image info, they are all numbered coinciding with my identification in the spreadsheet. Those highlighted in yellow still need photos.
HIEF Drone report
The final report for the HIEF-funded project ‘Pilot of community drone survey to advance automation of marine litter analysis’ has been submitted. Eight sets of manual + drone surveys from 4 different islands were collected together with an additional drone survey from one location immediately post Storm Ashley. The built-in minimal height limits of available flight planning software did prove a technical challenge for getting images at the desired resolution, and unfortunately the AI algorithm being development is not yet operational so as I understand it hasn’t yet been trialled on our imagery. However, the pilot successfully demonstrated the potential for community groups to gather meaningful data on beach litter loadings using drone technology and has given SIF drone capacity which is already opening new opportunities for further research (project with Tom Stanton @ Loughborough and another project with Anna Wilson @Glasgow).
Project One Wave
Project One Wave is lead by Seashell (a clothing company) and Neptune’s Pirates (a conservation charity), which aims to form a network of ocean conservation groups, businesses, creatives and policy makers to collaborate on recovering and repurposing marine debris. Violet and I joined their first event which was a beach clean on Little Cumbrae – a very resource heavy clean on a very small patch of coastline, the choice of which seemed to be heavily influenced by the desire to utilise their boat ‘Selkie’, and ex-MOD landing craft which is moored in Inverkip. The clean was a steep learning curve in social media and ‘influencing’, with a limited amount of cleaning and recycling, so I’m still very sceptical of their efficacy, but the event did result in some interesting contacts in the small-scale recycling world - notably Sam Giles (Behaviour Change Cornwall) and Andy McVicar (Green Hive Nairn) as well as an opportunity to catch up with some other folk in person (eg Nic Coombey, Solway Firth Partnership; Ally Mitchell, Ocean Plastic Pots). They are planning a ‘summit’ in late October when they are planning to bring more folk together. 
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There’s a new coo!  I joined Scottish Coastal Clean Up for the last couple of days of their beach blitz on Ulva last week which culminated in an afternoon making a new coo with Ulva Primary School. It also gave me the opportunity to speak to Eve Gadd from Waterhaul who admitted they are struggling to secure funding for their sorting facilities in Scotland.
CCN Marine Forum (10/6)
John, Janet, Violet and I joined the CCN Marine Forum meeting. Key points:
· Discussion highlighted the need for social media training and ocean literacy which Sarah will look into for CCN.
· Also the need for clarity on management/policies on marine litter by local authorities. Agreed to gather examples of problems from different areas.
Media Coverage 
· Volunteer Spotlight: Last week was Volunteers’ Week – a UK-wide campaign to celebrate and recognise the contributions of volunteers. As part of this, the Ocean Recovery Project chose to spotlight our work.
· MYGroup: For World Ocean’s Day, MY Group released their press release on their support for the recycling uplift (here).
· The One Show: Catherine Gemmell was interviewed for the One Show as part of a story on ghost gear which was aired on the 9th June. Catherine’s article to accompany the broadcast is available here.
· There has been lots of coverage through Project One Wave.
· A team from the BBC filmed part of the Ulva blitz as part of Banjo and Ro’s Grand Island Hotel and we discussed the problems many islands face with plastic pollution.
· We’ve also been approached by a couple of film companies looking for good locations to film beach cleans:
· Below the radar – pitching a series idea to the BBC – I believe they’ve been in touch with several groups.
· Summit Fever Media – making a short film on outdoor/adventure stories who are wanting to ‘normalise climate positive behaviour’.
Marine Litter Strategy update
The Marine Litter Strategy Steering Group (MLSSG) – which is meeting this week – has reviewed progress on the Marine Litter Strategy.  In general, the group agreed with the Marine Directorate on the progress of actions although did downgrade two actions to ‘some delay or change/partly completed’. In essence, most of the action points are either completed or on target for completion, and a handful are behind schedule or only partially completed. Only one action – installation of a boom on the Clyde is not expected to be achieved before the end of the plan term (end 2027).
Argyll & Bute Council 
I had an interesting meeting with Derek Crooks who agreed that the local councils are responsible for disposing of marine litter and seemed keen on working with beach cleaning groups to make improvements – including suggesting that the council looks into the possibility of providing a storage point for marine litter to improve economies of scale prior to forwarding to recyclers! He confirmed that all waste from Argyll & Bute council gets transported to the central belt for sorting by hand allowing them to recycle what they can with the remainder going to incineration. 

Resources Futures Interview
John and I were both interviewed by Resource Futures who are conducting research on behalf of the Marine Directorate looking into plastic waste from fishing and aquaculture gear arising in Scotland. This project aims to further understanding of the reprocessing capacity for end-of-life Scottish fishing and aquaculture gear, and identify opportunities and barriers associated with expanding domestic reprocessing. The gathered insights will inform future policy development in the management of end-of-life fishing and aquaculture gear in Scotland.  We highlighted the problems many islands are facing which echoed what they’ve been told by many other groups.
Consultations
· A response was submitted to the Future of the Scottish Landfill Communities Fund consultation, available here. Thanks to all those who contributed, and for all supportive comments.
· A response was submitted to the CCN consultation on community-led management: vision and action prioritisation.
· Crown Estate Scotland have a consultation on their corporate plan for 2026-2031 which is available here. It runs until 1st August 2025.

MLDO (Northern Isles) – John
Highlights for May-June 25
· Takeaways: Resource Futures webinar on Just Transition: Island challenges: #ForeignSource doesn’t support “polluter pays”; plastic pollution largely fishing; #scale a problem; need for #CWB; #wastemanagement —> #circularity, #HDW?
· Takeaways: Resource Futures interview end of life fishing gear recycling; island challenges/solutions
· attended New National Islands Plan #NIP: Objective is to develop a demonstrator project based on North Isles marine litter project
· Introduction to Coastal Community Network #CCN: Solution to media and communication challenges is a workshop; to ID single point of contact; to set #C&E plan in place; to ID #rallypoints; to standardise responses and process; to build storytelling capacity and storylines; Need for collective advocacy at government level regarding waste disposal infrastructure
· #ITSB opportunity: 2026 geographic scope is Orkney, Western Isles, potentially Shetland; Work focus is community cleans, plus MCS surveys, plus #workparty efforts; Engagement focus is schools to improve #oceanliteracy; Collaboration focus is #SIF/#ITSB alliance; local authorities/aquaculture as solution not the problem; #Rallypoints are #MLS delivery; #CWB; #disposal solutions for #circularity; Set meeting for 8July25 @9am - introduce VL

Funding
· HIEF: VL had a meeting with Louis re funding for next year’s recycling uplift and he encouraged us to apply (1st September) and also to consider boosting the funds via crowdfunding.
· The Marine Fund opened on Tuesday (10th June) and closes on the 22nd July. JB and VL intend to apply to this and have been discussing how best to approach this.
· Anna Wilson (Uni Glasgow) and Bhavani Narayanaswamy’s (SAMS) proposal to the Royal Society has got through the first round. This project hopes to ‘simultaneously develop our waste and ocean literacies, and make spaces for creative, solution-oriented thinking. If successful, this will incorporate some field work on the west coast taking an in-depth look at litter deposition and movement on a particular beach.

Other News
· Rafting bivalves: Nic Coombey told me about a researcher in Cardiff working on rafting bivalves – those that attach to floating items and travel across oceans. She is particularly interested in non-natives that raft on plastic litter and has produced an identification guide to help encourage recordings. 
· Trashmaidberlin is running a networking project asking for contributions of small fragments of nets and ropes collected from shores and riverbanks to become part of an artwork that brings together contributions from around the world. 
· SWT Words of the Wild competition: The Scottish Wildlife Trust are running their annual wildlife story writing competition, with the theme this year being from source to sea. More information is here. Deadline 12th July. 
· The latest episode of SAMS’ podcast is an interview with Bhavani and her post-doc Geslaine Concalves on plastic pollution, available here.
· Young Sea Changers Scotland are offering a paid traineeship. As part of their commitment to tackling the lack of diversity in this sector, it is exclusively directed at a young person aged 18-25 from a Black, Asian, or other minority ethnic background living in Scotland with limited experience in this area already. More information is here.

Marine Litter Working Group Member Updates
Peggy Semler (Skye Beach Cleans)
Nothing significant to report this month, as it's gone a bit quiet as Katy is standing in the By-Election for The Highland Council (vote is on 19th June) so apart from applying for a bank account and getting the website back up on a new platform, very little happening with Skye beach Cleans.  Will hope to get a lot more on the go next month!

David Herriot (Beachwatch Bute)
Nothing new from me from Beachwatch Bute. The only thing I have done was the Landfill Tax consultation.

Dates for the Diary
· 2nd Quarter survey – Apr-June
· Cross-party Group #CPG meeting 24 June: Opportunity to amplify #rallypoints especially demonstrator project example; delivery=impact, scale up, replicate, build capacity, sustain; related threads are #CWB; #circularity; #convergence
· 24th June – VL – talk to Think About Plastic Arran
· 26th June -VL - Stràilleach Golamas event, Glasgow
· Orkney International Science Festival #OISF 9 Sept: “Small Islands Big Challenges” #SIBC; opportunity to amplify #rallypoints
· “oceans of opportunity”: potential key note speaker opportunity via Inga Burton of Orkney Islands Council at October conference in Faroes, using Orkney as demonstrator project for #BEV Blue Economy Vision
· Project One Wave summit : end October
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